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A secret Downing
Street report on
crack and heroin,
suppressed by minis-
ters, has discovered
that the governments
war on drugs have
failed. No shit it takes
a secret report to
show us the prohibi-
tion adds to the drug
problem. Well thank
God for secret re-
ports | don’t know
here we would be
without them.

Researchers found
that stamping down
on hard drugs
through police and
courts had little effect
on production and

found no evidence
that attacking drug
supply had any im-
pact on the harm
caused by heroin and
crack users. The full
report provides a
powerful argument
for legalising drugs
so they are not
controlled by
criminals.

When is a govern-
ment going to have
the bollocks to say,
“O.K we've tried to
stamp out drug use
but all we have done
is wasted billions of
pounds, fuelled pros-
titution, caused un-
necessary deaths

due to overdose,
contaminated street
gear, blood borne vi-
ruses like HIV and
the pandemic Hepa-
titis C. Thank You
Mr Blair

| think all drugs
should be legalised .

Drug addicts could
be forced into rehab
programmes or loose
cash benefits under
welfare reforms be-
ing drawn up by
David Blunkett

The move would
form part of a contro-
versial plans to coax
up to a million sick
and disabled people
off incapacity benefit
and into work.

It's comforting to see
a good Labour gov-
ernment kicking the
poor, the weak in the
bollocks while turning
a blind eye to the fat
cats of business.
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habit and had given up any
idea of ever

stopping. Sooner or later |
knew the drugs would Kill
me (as they had

already for most of my
close friends) but | couldn’t
see any way out.

I'd had countless
attempts at stop-
ping but these were
all followed by
failure and an even
greater sense of
hopelessness.

Its one of those strange an-
niversaries of mine today.
Seven years ago

today | botched a hit in my
groin that almost cost me
my life, did cost

my left leg but ultimately
probably saved my life as it
led me to stop
using drugs. At
that point in my
life after 20 odd
years of using
various drugs |
had a very big

Immediately following the hit,
| knew | was in serious trou-
ble with a

pretty good idea that | was
going to lose the leg. It had
become

completely immobile and was
turning a dark purple colour
and it was

accompanied by a level of
pain that | had not believed
possible.

Throughout that day and
night in hospital | was given

massive doses of my leg. Into

diamorphine without any re- the bargain, my liver function
lief. The surgeons operated was poor

the following due to hepa-

morning to try and unblock titis, | had

the arteries in my leg but it shingles

was no use and running right

my kidneys had now packed around my

up as a result of poisons from chest, un-

healed sores at various loca-
tions round

my body and |
needed daily blood
transfusions as |
was sSo anaemic.
Apparently, my sis-
ters, brothers and
my Mum were tell-

my last chance to stop as |
knew I'd be in hospital for a
number of

months. | was put on a
large dose of metha-
done and after some
difficulties with the local

ing each other that
maybe it would be for the
best if I did not make it.

Anyhow at that point | de-
cided that if I lived then
maybe this would be

Substance Misuse service |
was allowed to

control when | reduced my
methadone. | was in hospital
for 3 months and

managed to come off the
have got through and of what
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methadone completely in that
time although 1 did

use on top a few times in the
early weeks. When | look

day but it worked out and |
haven't used drugs since.
Woo hoo!

back now | The first year
think was hard as |
that it was had daily crav-
probably not ings and at
the best time times | just

to detox as | could not think

was still quite
ill

and had to
have dialysis
every second

of anything but

drugs. | still did

not believe that
I

could stay clean

i

and thought that | would in-
evitably “fuck up” at some
point. As time went by |
started to realise that it really
was just up

to me whether | used drugs or
not. | have coped with many
things without

using drugs. I've faced up to
disability, my partner’s death,
constant

physical pain and some very
traumatic brain surgery and
not returned to

heroin. | feel proud of what |

| have

achieved in the last 7 years.
One of the best moments for
me was when my

Mum told me how proud she
was of me. At last | have
started to make up

for all the pain, worry and
misery that | put her

through.

In some ways
the last six
months have
been the most
difficult as my
health has been
bad and | had to

take a step back from some
of the

things | was do-
ing in my life.
I've had to start
taking strong
pain

killers which
have had un-

pleasant side-effects. At
times, this has been
depressing but | am just
starting to feel like | may
have turned the

Drug addiction really does not
even feel like an is-
sue for me any more.
| do not use drugs as
my life is better when
| don’t use them. | do
not

corner.

need any convoluted theory of
what addiction is or is not nor
do | need

complicated programs or relig-
ion. My life is better when |
don’t use

drugs so | don't use drugs.
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We're on the web go to google
and type Heroin Herald

Doctors not Dealers

Lets have some of your sto-
ries, opinions, life, rants.
This goes out nationally so
lets use it as a platform to
put our views as service us-
ers across— we have
RIGHTS. David Wright

| am sure you agree, this is it
is a very powerful life story. |
asked the person’s permis-
sion if | could use it and |
think it is worthy of so much
coverage. His final words
sum up his strength “My life is
better when | don’t use drugs
so | don’'t use drugs...........
Investigators from an
energy company
looking into electric-
ity theft have led po-
lice to almost 50
cannabis growing
farms in British
homes so far this
year.

British Gas revealed o- 6-

yesterday that it's energy in-
vestigators had helped police
seize £8.5m worth of canna-
bis plants in the first five
months of the year, after they
monitored homes where they
suspected that the electricity
meter was being bypassed.
In an unusual spin-off from
their inquiries, the
teams from British
Gas are now be-
ing issued with
guidelines to help
them seek out the
houses that are
being used as
cannabis farms.

6- They then pass on

their information on to police
forces across the country.
British Gas revealed that
criminals are drawing atten-
tion to their cannabis growing
operations by stealing large
guantities of electricity to
power the lights that help
grow their plants on an indus-
trial scale.

So far the company has un-
covered 47 such locations.
So what comes into my head
is don't be greedy. The herb
makes some people’s lives
bearable as pain relief.



